The Finds and Features
Excavation of Roman Occupation and Villa at Street Farm
The ?Corn Dryer

The Finds

A structure was excavated to the north-east of the main buildings which consisted

A range of artefacts have been recovered from the

of a shallow oblong pit with a pair of low parallel walls running along its length

excavations to date. These include several types of pottery,

(right). It is unclear what the feature was used for but Roman villa sites usually

animal bones, painted wall plaster, coins and various

include a structure which was thought to be for drying corn or barley and so

metalwork. Particularly noteworthy examples are an iron

it may represent one of these, although it does not have a typical layout. The

steelyard balance, a lead weight, a copper alloy ‘nail cleaner’

hollow between the walls was found to contain a deposit of clean clay which

toiletry implement, a copper alloy fibula broach, pottery with

may suggest that it was actually a landscaping or garden feature.

painted decoration and colourfully-painted wall plaster.
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Burial

Above:
painted
wall plaster with a
distinctive
green,
purple and white
pattern.
Right: Pottery with
a painted band
decoration.

The Burial
A human burial was located just 4m north-east of the main building. Preliminary study
shows that he was man, who was likely aged between 36 years and 45 years at the time
of death. Although his right thigh bone suggests he was relatively short for the time period,
with a standing stature of between 161cm and 167cm (5’3”-5’3½”), all of the bones of his
skeleton are very robust, with well developed muscle attachments, suggesting he was
strong. Unusually, he was buried face down and laid out flat on his stomach, in a shallow
NE (head)-SW aligned grave (image opposite: above).
Analysis of his skeleton has given us insights into his life. His teeth suggest that oral
hygiene was not a daily priority, as many cavities are present, there is evidence of gum
disease, dental plaque, and a quite painful abscess of one of his upper premolars (image
opposite: bottom left). Interestingly, and somewhat unusually, all of his front teeth display
severe wear.
The bones of his upper body show that he survived a severe traumatic event that injured
his neck, dislocated his left shoulder, and broke several ribs. Osteoarthritis is present on
the upper neck vertebrae, and on the left shoulder joint. A minimum of seven ribs were
broken in the ordeal, all of which are now well healed (image opposite: bottom right).
Less severe degenerative joint disease is also present where the lower jaw meets the
cranium. It is possible that it is this that was the reason for the unusual amount of wear on
the front teeth, as he possibly had discomfort while opening his mouth during chewing.
It is possible he preferentially used his front teeth to chew.

