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The site was first investigated archaeologically in 1973 by
Helen Sutermeister who published her results promptly in the
journal Post-Medieval Archaeology in 1975. By today’s standards,
the scale of the investigations were tiny: the use of earthmoving

Sutermeister’s plan and section of one of her trenches

equipment to remove overburden was not widely adopted and was
even frowned upon by some as not being proper.
Her work revealed a complex history of the ste with some traces
of amedieval building being present with an associated latrine pit.
This building had been destroyed by fire. The artefacts recovered
included imported Spanish pottery and Venetian glasswork
sugesting a house of some wealth.

The Tudor House lasted for about a century

and was mosly

demolished and rebuilt on a similar alignment in the 18th century. Finds
from this phase of use include bottes dated to 1750-60 and a medal
commemorating the vistory of Admiral Vernon at Portobello in 1739.
The house was abandoned and demolsihed soon afterards.

Several other archaeological investigations have taken place on or
close to the site. Trial trenching by TVAS in 2002 to the west of the proposal
site revealed two pits of medieval date. Subsequent evaluation has taken
place on the site itself. The northern part of the proposal site recorded
pits, ditches, in-situ walls and structural evidence of medieval and postMedieval Spanish jug

medieval date suggesting a continuation of this manor complex into this
area of the site. The evaluation to the south revealed comparatively
little evidence of medieval or post-medieval activity apart from a small

Her excavations also discovered the Tudor period building
presumed to be that built by Thomas Wriothesley. It was a long
building built partly with bricks and partly with flints. It had a packed
chalk floor chalk with a tiled fireplace.

number of domestic rubbish pits of late medieval or Tudor date sealed
by a buried soil layer, which in turn was overlaid by a thick layer of
re-deposited chalk with inclusions of gravel, brick and tile. This layer
was interpreted as a layer of makeup probably contemporary with the
demolition of the nearby mansion in the late 18th century. However, on
this portion of the site early/middle Saxon occupation was also recorded.
In addition to the Saxon, medieval and Tudor finds, a small collection of
prehistoric worked flints was found during the archaeological work.

