Hatch Farm in Context
Excavations at Hatch Farm, Winnersh
Iron Age and Roman Landscape

Matthewsgreen Farm, Wokingham

The area surrounding Hatch Farm is not known for a high density of Iron Age

A recent excavation at Matthewsgreen revealed evidence for two phases of activ-

and Roman sites despite the proximity of

ity from the Middle Iron Age and Early Roman periods. Activity in the Iron Age con-

Silchester Iron Age and Roman town,
archaeological investi-

sisted of an unenclosed farm centred on a ring gully structure (house). A small

gation. Areas of dense, prolonged occupation have not yet been identified within

amount of evidence for iron working, possibly smelting was a notable activity that

the area and the landscape was likely to have settled by small individual farmsteads

took place. In another location the activity in the Roman period sees the development

although some notable sites have been revealed through

of a ditched enclosure complex. A hoard of Roman coins was found somewhere near

Sadler’s End, Sindlesham

Matthewsgreen Farm in the 1960’s.

The excavation at Sadler’s End revealed extensive evidence for the production of Iron
by smelting ore during the Iron Age. The initial phase between c.500-300 BC consisted
of a number of small, possibly single use furnaces but the later development in c.200
BC sees the construction of a single large furnace which was repeatedly reused and
with greater output of iron than the small furnaces. The smelting resulted in the creation of a large mound of slag representing the production of at least two tons of iron.

Excavated Ring Gully Structure at Matthew’s Green Farm, Wokingham

Bearwood Park, Sindlesham
An initial phase of archaeological trial trenching at Bearwood Park revealed archaeological features dating to the Early Iron Age and Late Roman periods. At this point it is unclear
what form these feature take (field boundaries, enclosures etc). It is expected that followup fieldwork will reveal more of the features in order to provide an overall picture of the site.

Iron Age Furnace during excavation at Sadler’s End, Sindlesham

Trial trenches at Bearwood Park, Sindlesham
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