Excavations at
Dever Close, Micheldever
Exploring Micheldever’s past
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The excavation commenced with the stripping off of the top- and subTria
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soil across the whole site area by a machine fitted with a toothless
bucket. As the machine dug deeper it began exposing archaeological
deposits.
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At the south end of the site, under a thin skim of buried soil, we have some
substatial and intercutting pits, most likely quarrying for the brick earth-type geology
for use in brick- and tile-making. Another possible resource that could have been
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quarried is the chalky material that covers this area of the site and may have been
used in the production of lime mortar. In addition to the pits in the southern area

Slighted wall

there is also a substantial ditch which has been recut on at least four occasions. It
is most likely medieval in date although it has also yeilded finds of Roman pot and
coins and a well-preserved bone comb. Also in the southern area is a later post-
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medieval garden feature consisting of a wall with pier bases and a made ground
surface which has been dumped on the buried soil which seals the quarry pits.

In the centre of the site is a slighted (deliberately destroyed) garden wall which
appears to have been pushed into a trench dug to the south before the entire area
was landscaped. The bricks of which the wall is constructed are not frogged and
the northern, internal, side is faced with flint and tile in the lower courses. Some
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of the wall’s foundations are made of sandstone blocks which may have been
reused from the medieval manor house that stood to the northwest. This garden
wall was likely part of the formal gardens of the post-medieval house that replaced
the earlier medieval one.
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Plan of site (not yet finished)

The slighted wall: it’s length (left) and a
cross-section (above and below).

Site looking north east

