
Other Highlights
Excavations at Millfields, Cam, Dursley, Gloucestershire

While the Villa may be the most noticable and eye-catching of the archaeological features on site, 
it is only one part of the wider picture. Below are some of the other highlights:

The Roundhouse
The remains of a roundhouse can be seen in a circle of sixteen postholes 
with a further two postholes on its eastern side forming a porch at the 
entrance to the building. Pottery from the postholes possibly dates the 
structure to the Bronze Age (1700-1100BC?). 

The Burials
Three human burials were uncovered at Cam. 
Two were heavily damaged and missing a large 
number of bones, most likely due to more modern 
ploughing. The third burial on the other hand was 
well preserved. Hobnails from shoes, and pottery 
found in the grave suggests a Roman date. Futher 
analysis of the remains will be able to determine 
if the individual was male or female, their age, 
potential health issues that the person suffered 
from  and perhaps even if they were brought up 
locally or were from afar.

Stone-lined Channels
Two sections of stone-lined channel were discovered during excavations 
of the field system ditches. They appear to make up only a small section of 
the ditch they sit in. Currently their purpose is unknown.

??

Above Detailed plan and photograph of the better preserved of the 
three burials. Note the missing upper leg removed by ploughing.

Above Left:  Photograph of the roundhouse with green topped rods marking the postholes.
Above Right:  Plan of roundhouse with postholes marked in red.

Left:  The larger stone-lined channel.
Above:  The smaller length of stone-lined channel.

The Finds
The majority of finds retrieved 
from the site were either pottery 
or animal bone but a variety of 
other materials were recovered 
too. These include two Roman 
coins and one small knife blade.

The Ovens
Two were found next to one another with their 
stoking pits sitting within a field boundary. Their 
construction would have most likely been a 
baked earth dome. Further analysis is required 
to determine their exact purpose but they were 
most likely used for baking bread. 

Left: Copper alloy knife 
blade.
Above left: coin. Marcus 
Aurelius AD161-180.
Above right: Two 
prehistoric worked flints.
Right : Roman pottery 
(High quality Samian from 
Gaul) with maker’s stamp. Above: Roman oven.


