
Excavations at
Dever Close, Micheldever
Exploring Micheldever’s past

Site background
A team of archaeologists have been investgating the 
site on the northern edge of Micheldever. The work, 
undertaken on behalf of Drew Smith Ltd and Winchester 
Housing Trust, is being carried out in advance of the 
construction of affordable housing.
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Land at Dever Close, Micheldever, 
Hampshire, 2012

Archaeological Excavation
Figure 1. Location of site within Micheldever and Hampshire.
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Norden’s 1595 map of Hampshire, Micheldever is circled.

The history of the area
The excavation site lies within or close to the historic centre 

of Micheldever. There is late Saxon documentary evidence for 

the establishment of an estate centre at Micheldever, in the form 

of a charter of King Edward the Elder dated c.900 AD, with the 

manor subsequently recorded in Domesday Book (1086). In the 

medieval period the manor belonged to the Benedictine Abbey 

of Hyde in Winchester until the Dissolution of the Monastaries in 

the mid 16th century by Henry VIII.

The later history of the manor
At the time of the dissolution, the manor of Micheldever fell 

into the hands of the Wriothesley family and Thomas, who later 

became Earl of Southampton and Lord Chancellor, became 

rich during Henry’s reign.   He took an interest in Micheldever 

as early as 1534 (before the dissolution of Hyde Abbey) and 

built a large house with gardens laid out in the latest fashion. 

Not long after, the house was sold to a John Hall of Sutton 

but by 1565 was in the hands of a Robert Stansby.  In turn the 

Stansby estate passed to the Bristomer family  who held it until 

the 18th century. The house became abandoned in the later 

18th century.

Historic mapping
At the end of the Middle Ages, Micheldever was of sufficient size 

to be mapped by the early cartographers of the time.  Micheldever 

was mapped by Christopher Saxton as early as the 1570’s.  The 

village is shown here  on John Norden’s map of  Hampshire 1595 

which is similar to Saxton’s but with more settlements shown.
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